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cally have been of the character of the neolithic, rather than
anything else that can be given a specific name; while in
point of its domestic, social and civil institutions it may be
called a conventionalised anarchy, in the sense that it lacks
formal provision for a coercive control, and is drawn on a
sufficiently small scale to make it workable by exercise of
a tolerant neighborhood surveillance. The like characterisa-
tion applies also to the religious cult, and presumptively to
the underlying religious conceptions, so far as the available
evidence goes. When the polity of this pagan culture finally
broke down after many vicissitudes, its place was taken by a
predatory organisation that developed into the feudal sys-
tem among those warlike and piratical migrants that set-
tled in the outlying countries of Europe 5 while among the
population left at home in the Baltic-Scandinavian coun-
tries it was presently replaced by a coercive scheme of gov-
ernment of somewhat the same character, constructed in
imitation of feudalism.
Particular attention has here been directed to the hybrid
derivation of these peoples, and to the fact that the racial
composition of this population has not varied in any seri-
ous degree since the initial settlement of the Baltic-North
Sea littoral in neolithic times; with the possible qualification
that the infusion of the brachycephalic-brunet stock into the
mixture may have taken effect after the first settlement,
although its coming falls also in neolithic times. It results
from this state of their racial composition that there is to-
day substantially no hereditary difference between different
nationalities within this climatic region, or between the dif-